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President’s Corner 
By Pastor DeLane F. Miller 


Change the Default Mode; Be Pro-Active 


Unless | specify my margins, tabs, gutters, 
headers, footers, alignment, etc., my word 
processor defaults to pre-programmed settings. If 
I’m content with the settings | proceed to write 
my document. However, | often desire different 
settings, so | change them to suit my needs. 


Unless we make pro-active, biblical choices for 
our homes, we inevitably will function in a default 
mode. Whatever “settings” were programmed into 
us from childhood or from our society is that to 
which we will default. Some default settings are 
acceptable and don’t need altering, as long as 
they align (justified mode) with Scripture. 
However, there may be some “settings” that are 
not biblical and need resetting by a conscientious 
change, especially in choices for our families. 


| often find myself acting out of my default 
settings from childhood; my relationship to my 
wife is likely to follow what | watched my father 
do with my mother, or how | was treated by my 
parents might be how | treat my children 
(Proverbs 22:6). | was not raised in a Christian 
family so | have had to change many “settings.” 


“ARK ENCOUNTER” 


May 2016 
Volume 23, Number 9 


“THE CHRISTIAN HOME” 
2016 CGBCI NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
JULY 1-6, 2016 


RESERVATIONS WILL BE MADE DIRECTLY WITH 
THE HOTEL AT THE NUMBER BELOW; DO NOT 
CALL THE HOLIDAY INN 800#: 


WHERE: Northern Kentucky Holiday Inn- 
Cincinnati Airport 


Reservations: 1.859.746.5608 


Tell them you are with the group: 
Conservative Grace Christian Brethren 


$89 + tax per night 


If | don’t conscientiously re-set my “family function 
document” | will go to default mode. Also, if | let 
the world around me program my default settings | 
will not follow the biblical order for the home. It 
is therefore absolutely imperative that | be pro- 
active in my choices in how | relate to my 
family. | must let the Bible be a lamp to my 
feet and a light to my path (Psalm 119:105) in 
the steps | take in this world, especially in my 
role as father and husband to my family. 


The Ark Encounter will be open to us, Wednesday, July 6, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. You may purchase tickets 


ahead of time by going to: 


https: //tickets.arkencounter.com/Webstore/shop/Viewltems.aspx?CG=CGB76&C=76P 


This link is for the CGBCI only. The Ark is not open to the public on our viewing day. There will be no 


charge for parking on this day. 


NEW: The Conference Activity Fund will aid those needing financial assistance to go to the Ark. Up to 50% 
of the ticket price for those needing financial assistance upon request. This will be on a first come, first 


served basis until the fund is depleted. 
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IMPORTANT CGBCI CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS 


. Pray. The top priority for conference is to pray for the speakers: Ron Bowland, Don Farner, Philip 
Moeller, Russ Simpson, DeLane Miller; and workshop speakers: Mike Wingfield, Joshua Steiner, the 
Miller family, and Larry Williams. Pray also for the Young Adult Conference, YCON, Children’s 
Conference, panel meetings, CoP, Men’s and Ladies’ Meetings. Pray for outside activities in the 
Cincinnati area. 


. It’s Homemade display table. If you are coming to conference and have a hidden talent in crafts, 
arts, or creative anything, please bring them and share them on a display table. Please contact 
DeLane Miller at 541.967.9357 or by email at millerdelane02@gmail.com with questions. 


. Music Ensemble for conference. We are starting to form our ensemble, but could use more 
instrumentalists. If you can participate, please contact Pastor Chris Knight by phone at 814.279.0067 
or by email at chrisk4christ@gmail.com. 


. Workshops. Below are the four workshops that will be available: 

a. Striving for Moral Purity in a Sex-Crazy World by Mike Wingfield-Our world is defiantly 
rejecting God’s moral absolutes. It is now more important than ever that the believer model 
the biblical standards of sexual morality. The Scriptures clearly set forth God’s unchanging 
guidelines for sexual conduct. During this workshop, we will examine nine Biblical imperatives 
to strive for moral purity in a sex-crazy world. 

. Managing Unrighteous Mammon by Millers & More 
. Traversing the Maze to Marriage by Joshua Steiner 
. Avoiding the Money Pit by Larry Williams 


. Book Table for recommended books by workshop leaders or anyone coming to conference who has 
read a book on the conference topics of the family. This is not a “books for sale” table, but rather 
informational. 


. YCON from Bryan Maley. The theme this year is “Wasure.” The cost will be $350 if postmarked by 
June 1* and $400 after June 1*. We will be going to King’s Island as well. Pastor Bryan Maley has a 
tiered cost of YCON based on lodging and multiple sibling discount. [See the YCON packet. ] 


. Conference Activity. On Sunday, July 3", we will be having a picnic at the Boone Woods Park with a 
tourney time that afternoon. We have a new event lined up this year: Disc golf! So bring your discs 
and practice your aim. Once again, we will have the beanbag toss as well as 3-on-3 basketball. There 
are also other opportunities at the park so be sure to bring your own game paraphernalia such as 
Bocce Ball, basketball, and hiking shoes. See the website for Boone Woods Park for more details: 
www.boonecountyky.org. We are hoping to line up a caterer for a cookout there at suppertime. 

Other activities include a craft time for the ladies which is being planned by the Telford church. 


. Volunteer Needed. A Men’s Group Leader is needed for conference. 


. Hotel Reservations. |f you have not yet made your reservations, please do so by June 1* so that we 
can meet the June 1* deadline with the hotel to meet our room requirement. There are plenty of 
rooms available. 


10. Conference Dues (Delegate Fees). Conference dues are being accepted. The dues are $12.00 per 
member as of December 31, 2015. Make your check payable to Grace Brethren Church. Mail to Steve 
Young, Cornerstone Grace Brethren Church, 1905 N Lexington Springmill Road, Mansfield, OH 44906. 
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This year’s CGBCI Children’s Conference theme is 
“God’s Ark of Salvation.” We will be learning 
spiritual truths that can be found in the Biblical 
story of Noah and the Ark. We have an exciting five 
days planned with Bible lessons, new songs, Bible 
verses, crafts and fun activities. Each day we will 
have a special guest dropping by to share about 
CGBCI missions. Our desire is that the children will 
get to know their missionaries and mission fields on 
a personal basis so that they will pray and give and 
possibly go. We look forward to the opportunity to 
minister with your children and pray that it will be a 
great week of fun and spiritual growth. 


One of the great things about growing up in a Pastor’s family was meeting and getting to know 
missionaries. Many of them had an impact on my life. This summer we are hoping that our CGBCI Home 
and Foreign missionaries will have a great impact on the children attending Children’s Conference. Each 
afternoon and evening, we will learn about a different mission field. The next two months, we will be 
planning for your children, but we NEED YOUR HELP. In the initial Conference Packet, your pastor 
received a Pre-Conference Registration Form. If your child will be attending this year’s Children’s 
Conference, please fill out and return the form to Pastor Burns. This will help us plan for crafts, snacks, 
and activities. We look forward to ministering with your children this summer. 


NET ’16 Update 
The 2016 National Evangelism Team (NET ’16) will not be very far away from some of you during their 
ministry trip in June. They will be in Northern Indiana the week of June 4-12; Mt. Vernon, OH for the 
week of June 12-19; and in Ankenytown, OH on the evening of Sunday, June 19. The team members 
would LOVE to see you in you are able to make the trip for one of their programs! 


Peru Grace Brethren Church (Indiana) Mishawaka Grace Brethren Church (Indiana) 
430 S. Broadway, Peru, IN 46970 1715 Day Rd, Mishawaka, IN 46545 

June 5 - Sunday Evening Program (6:00 pm) June 8 - Wednesday Evening Program (7:00 pm) 
June 9 - Thursday Evening Program (6:45 pm) 


Flora Grace Brethren Church (Indiana) Berean Faith Fellowship (Mt. Vernon, OH) 

103 S. Willow St, Flora, IN 46929 103 Madison St, Mt. Vernon OH 43050 

June 10 - Friday Evening Program (7:00 pm) June 14-16 - Faith & Family Programs (6:00-8:30 pm) 
June 17 - Friday Evening Program & Community 
Cookout (6:00 pm) 

Ankenytown Grace Brethren Church (Ohio) 

20601 Old Mansfield Rd, Bellville, OH 44813 

June 19 - Sunday Evening Program (6:00 pm) 

Final Program for NET ‘16 


One of the biggest questions on everyone’s minds has been...are Pastor Del & Grace going along on the trip? 
Pastor Del had a very unexpected open heart surgery in the beginning of February and the doctors weren’t 
sure he would be up to the tiring two weeks of NET. The leadership team began the planning process with 
Pastor Joshua & Joy Steiner leading the team. But there was still the possibility that the Millers would go if 
Pastor Del’s health kept improving. The Lord has been very gracious and Pastor Del’s health is doing very 
well. Lord willing, the Millers will be going on the trip as support personnel. Please keep them and the 
entire team in your prayers as they adapt to the leadership adjustments. 


Follow the team as they travel: www.facebook.com/NationalEvangelismTeam 
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NEWS FROM OUR MISSIONARIES 


From the Swensons-Thank you for your 
prayers! Our family is now back in Vermont 
getting settled into a schedule of homeschooling 
and sharing with many people and churches here 
in the area what God is at work doing in our 
lives. Our transition has been going well and 
it’s great to be able to share with so many 
people what God is doing. Praise the Lord! 

He’s at work raising our support! Currently we 
are at 43% which is right on track for us to be at 
100% by September. Please pray for us as we 
share that we will communicate clearly in all 
circumstances. In the middle of May, Ellen and | 
will be headed to North Carolina for a two-week 
missionary medical intensive course. Please 
pray that we would learn a lot and retain a lot 
so that we can be well prepared for serving the 
Lord in Papua New Guinea! We look forward to 
the day when we’ ll be moving there. Lord 
willing, that will be in January! 


Are you interested in partnering with us on this 
journey to reach those who’ve never heard the 
Gospel? We’d love to talk with you about that if 
you are. You can reach us on our cell at 
802.624.3369 or email at 
swensontribe@gmail.com. If you’d like to 
receive our newsletter, please send us an email 
and let us know. 


www. swensontribe.wordpress.com 


In Christ, 
The Swensons-Paul, Ellen, Sam, Hazen, 
Noah, and Emmanuella 


The Voice 


From the Krans (Jewish Metro Ministry)-! 
recently spoke at an apologetics conference on the 
topic of “Answering Islam.” | was blessed to hear 
that they had posted the link of me speaking on their 
website. It was interesting to note that many of the 
objections used by Muslims are similar to objections 
used by Jewish folks, so it was a joy to be involved in 
the conference. 

We were blessed recently to have a visit by 
two representatives of the CGBCI, Pastor Scott Libby 
(our sending pastor) and Pastor Don Farner. They 
came out to encourage us, get a look at the field, 
and examine what the Lord is doing. | hada 
wonderful time taking them to a Bible Study as well 
as to an outreach done at Ridgecrest residential 
facility. They were also able to meet with a key 
family that has been a tremendous blessing to us. It 
was time for us to write a new plan for the Home 
Missions Panel and | was able to glean much wise 
counsel. One of the suggestions was to gather 
potential disciples from the various Bible studies and 
create one study to test the potential commitment of 
these individuals to a possible church plant. Please 
be praying for this effort. In the meantime, we were 
able to do a “Christ and the Passover” presentation 
in a home and that family has shown a marked 
interest in being a part of any church plant we may 
do. This is a recent development that has occurred 
since Pastor Don and Pastor Scott were with us. 

Prior to their visit, | was completing my 
spring speaking and spoke at a Navajo reservation 
where we saw nine dedications to the Lord. Some of 
these were first time dedications to the Lord. One 
would have to understand Navajo culture to 
understand the significance of the event. But | was 
blessed to see the Lord’s spirit work among His 
people through a message tracing the lamb through 
the Old Testament. Many of the Navajo are sheep 
farmers and live a more agrarian lifestyle and so the 
metaphors in the Bible including the mention of The 
Lamb makes perfect sense to them, and like the 
Jewish people, narrative theology or theology as a 
story has a great deal of impact. 


Grace Brethren Church of Irasburg, VT-Pastor Scott Libby-On April 27", Craig Noyes was ordained to 
the Christian ministry with nine Elders participating in the service. Craig’s former Pastor from NC, Dr. 
Ray Warren, made a special trip to be part of the service. Also traveling long distances were Pastors 
Keith Merriman, Les Vnasdale, Dave Damschroder and Joshua Steiner. Others who took part in the 
service were Elders Scott Rafferty, Paul Swenson, Pastors Ethan Kallberg, Scott Libby, and music by 
Laura Libby. The service was well attended (over 80). It was a special moment in our church’s 
history. We, at Irasburg, are thankful for Craig, for God’s call upon his life, and for all who shared 
with us in this event through prayer, correspondence, or attendance. May the Lord Jesus Christ be 


praised! 
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Other News from Our Fellowship 


Berean Faith Fellowship, Mount Vernon, OH-Pastor Gordy Harmon-We were so blessed! It was our 
privilege at BFF to host this year’s Choir Festival in Mount Vernon on Sunday Evening, April 17". The Lord 
provided a perfect weather day for springtime in Ohio, preparing the way for five choirs to sing beautifully 
and powerfully unto our Lord. We enjoyed the presence and participation of eight churches, all coming 
together in beautiful harmony. We counted 127 in our sanctuary that evening. We closed with the singing 
of “What a Day That Will Be.” What a taste of heaven! 

Please pray with us as we are now preparing for the arrival of NET on Saturday, June 11". They will 
be helping us with VBS and a Community Cookout. We are very aware of our adversary and his desire to 
discourage and destroy, but we know that “greater is HE that is in you, than he that is in the world.” May 
HE be glorified! 


Listie, PA GBC-Pastor Chris Knight-Pastor Ron Jarvis has announced his retirement effective May 1* after 
serving in Listie for 32 years. He and Becky will be moving to Bellefontaine, OH. Pastor Chris Knight was 
voted in as Pastor effective May 1. Please pray for the Jarvis’ as they move to Ohio and for the Knights as 
they continue with the Lord’s ministry at Listie. 

The church also hosted a Singspiration and Retirement Reception for the Jarvis’ on April 17°. 112 
were in attendance to worship the Lord in song and to celebrate the ministry of Pastor Ron and Becky 
Jarvis. Numerous other churches took part. 


New Troy, MI GBC-Pastor Larry (Red) Williams-Our church may be on the verge of revival. After Pastor 
Red preached his latest “revival” message, nearly 20 members of the congregation joined him in our “War 
Room” to pray for the church and the New Troy community. Some who entered had never made a public 
surrender. 


We had 40 women and girls attend our annual Mother and Daughter Salad and Banquet on Sat. May 
Ts 


Could women be registering for the draft at the Post Office just like the boys? Who would 
have imagined our girls fighting on the front lines? This has reawakened an interest in 
what the Bible teaches on non-combatancy for both our young men and women. Dr. Gary 
Kochheiser will address this subject. Also there has been a resurgence of Galatianism. 
Well-meaning sincere Christians are being drawn into the nets of a movement called the 
Hebrew Root. Be prepared for your people. Doctoral candidate Jeff Kran will bring things 
to light. The Battle Over Three-Fold Communion had been won in our fellowship, but a 
new generation is with us who need to see the blessings amid the deeper beauties of the 
service in a positive presentation. Dr. Russ Simpson has prepared an extensive study that 
will help turn our hearts to this Bible truth. All three of these have been combined into 
one course of contemporary issues suitable for Practorium credit ($100) in a 4 day seminar. 
Auditors are welcome. Course is being offered October 14-17. For more details, call Dr. 
Simpson at 574.268.0458. 


“THE VOICE NEWSLETTER” is the communication tool of the Conservative Grace Brethren Churches 
International. News or mailing updates should be sent to Tara Bradley at stbradley84@comcast.net, or 
at 535 S Broadway, Peru, IN 46970 or by phone at 765.475.3316 by the 20 of the month. 


